162                        The Flower Lorer
On his way to the prison under guard, Mr. Chiu encountered
Chang Wei. "Chang Ya-nei," he cried out to him, "What have I
done to you that you now do me this foul deed?" Chang Wei
turned away from him without replying. Then Mr. Chiu was
joined by his neighbors Yu Kung and Shan Kung, who had come
to console him and to assure him that they would get the entire
village to testify to his innocence.
That night as Mr. Chiu was bemoaning his fate and praying
for his deliverance, the fairy of his previous encounter suddenly
appeared before him and with a wave of her hand caused his
cangue and fetters to fall from him.
"I am the Flower Maid of the Queen Mother of the Jasper
Pond,"16 she said to him. "I have caused the flowers to be re-
stored to their stems because of your sincere love for flowerkind,
little thinking that this act would give wicked people an oppor-
tunity to play you foul. However, it is in your destiny to suffer
this misfortune for a day. Tomorrow you will be delivered. As
to Chang Wei, the Deity in charge of flowers has lodged a com-
plaint against him before Shang Ti and it has been decreed that
his natural span of life is to be cut short. Punishments have also
been meted out to his accomplices, each according to his desert.
As to yourself, I enjoin you to hold fast to your good resolve
and cultivate the ways of the immortals. A few years hence I shall
appear again and deliver you from this mortal world."
Mr. Chiu prostrated himself before the goddess and asked how
he could best cultivate the ways of the immortals.
"There are many ways to cultivate immortality/' she answered,
"and each man must choose one according to his natural bent.
Since you have achieved merit through your love of flowers you
will achieve immortality by the same means. If you will nourish
yourself with flowers you will grow light in body and in time
ascend to the upper heavens." And she gave him the formula for
preparing flowers to eat.
Mr. Chiu kowtowed again to thank the goddess, but when he
16 The consort of the Emperor of Heaven in popular mythology of compara-
tively modern times.